Mustill Store and Lock 15

Whaler Gates

Lock Sills – heavy timbers spiked to the flooring of the lock to seal the gates

Lock – A stone concrete, or wooden chamber, closed at each end by gates in which the water level could be changed.  The canal boats are lifted or lowered between levels by the flow of water into or out of the chamber.  Locks were 15 feet wide and 90 feet long

Akron to Cleveland – the first section of the Ohio & Erie Canal to be dug was the Akron to Cleveland leg started in 1825 and completed in 1827.  The entire canal was finished in 1832 and connected Cleveland with Portsmouth, Ohio on the Ohio River.  The entire length was 309 miles.  

Alfred Kelley – a distinguished member of the Ohio Board of Canal Commissioners, whose job it was to study the feasibility of linking the Ohio River with Lake Erie by one or more canals.  Kelley then became a supervisor for the State to see the construction work was done properly, working tirelessly.

Governor Ethan Allen Brown – who lobbied the legislature during his two terms (1818-1822) and later acquired the nickname “Father of the Ohio Canals”.

James Geddes – experienced engineer from the Erie Canal whom the commissioners hired to survey prospective routes.  The route was a compromise due mostly to the adequate water supply at the highest point of the canal.

Joseph Mustill – emigrated from England in 1833 with wife Sarah and their children.  They built the store and house in the 1840s.  the store was built on the site of a previous structure used to trade and barter with locals and canal boat people.

Irish and Germans – many had come west when the Erie Canal in New York State was completed in 1825.  Wages were $.23 to $.30 a day.  This was about $6-$8 per month for 26 working days.  The men also got their meals, a bed in a dirty bunkhouse and a daily ration of whiskey.  The work was backbreaking, working conditions were terrible and many died for various reasons.

North Street Bridge and view of Cascade Locks

Upstream

Downstream

Bypass Channels

Wasteway – a cut down section of the towpath that allowed excess water to flow out of the canal.  Sometimes called a regulating channel

Cascade – a small waterfall or series of waterfalls

Rectangular Recesses – found in the walls of the canal locks used for the lock gates

15’ x 90’ – on the Ohio & Erie Canal, these were the standard lock chamber dimensions

14’ x 80’ – standard size for a canal boat with a loaded draft of 3’ – 3.5’

Lock 14

Cascade Mill Race – please see notes from “Significant dates in the history of the Cascade Valley” for definition

Ferdinand Schumacher – A German immigrant who came to the U.S. in 1850, settled near Cleveland and  then moved soon after to Akron.  He loved oatmeal and wanted to eat in here in the U.S. but it was very expensive.  He decided to make his own from watching it being made in Germany.  He started making small batches for family and friends.  We are not certain when he opened his first plant, but in 1861 with the Civil War just starting, the Army ordered 100 barrels for the soldiers through one of Schumacher’s friends.  He then developed a market for the civilian population and became very successful.

Cascade Mill – built originally by W. Mitchell as one of the first flouring mills.  Schumacher replaced this mill in 1876 with an oatmeal mill.  This mill had a giant water wheel 36 feet in diameter weighing 37 tons to create the power to operate the mill.  CLPA wants to look for the foundation of the mill as well as the wheel through archaeological investigations.

Basin – a cut out or enlargement for the canal channel usually along the berm bank that gives boats access to canal side industries

Lock 13 and the Cuyahoga Valley RR

Cuyahoga Valley RR Trestle about 300’ across and 40’ above the lock.  This is the second trestle on this site.  This one was built between 1910 and 1916.  It has room for a second track, but it was never built.

Effects of the Ohio & Erie Canal – the effects of the canal system on the state were varied and immediate.  The first way was that there were more jobs not only for the people working on the canal, but the suppliers of building materials needed.  Other effects: Store and other businesses serving the needs of the people involved with the canal, population increase with the new communities that grew up near the canal and real estate prices were greatly increased adding wealth to the state.  Goods imported to Ohio from other places became more accessible and cheaper and people’s standard of living increased.  Probably the greatest change was psychological.  Ohio now felt part of the mainstream of the U.S.  Ohio’s goods could now be sold to the eastern and southern markets.  This effect was to make Ohio one of the leading states in the Union for the next 75 years.

Early Industry and Lock 12

General Simon Perkins – co-founder of Akron along with Paul Williams in 1825.  Perkins in 1831 sold Crosby 300 acres close to the present intersection of Main and Market.  This included the land needed to build the millrace.  

Dr. Eliakim Crosby – born in Litchfield Connecticut in 1779.  Well educated he studied medicine in Buffalo, NY.  He later moved to Canada and married in 1810.  Crosby then joined the U.S. Army during the war of 1812 and as a result of this, his property was taken by the Crown.  About 1820, he appeared in the village of Middlebury just east of the village of Akron.  He became a very successful businessman here and developed the idea of a millrace to connect with the Ohio & Erie Canal at Mill street (lock 5)  (see notes for cascade millrace)

Judge Leicester King – born in Suffield, Connecticut in 1789.  Entering the mercantile business and in 1817 he moved to Warren, Ohio and  opened a store where he became a friend of General Simon Perkins.  He was one of the principal promoters of the Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal which connected the Ohio & Erie Canal with the Ohio River just south of Pittsburgh.  This brought great prosperity to Akron.  

Lock 11

After the Erie Canal was completed in 1822, it became obvious that Ohio needed to build a canal system that would tie Ohio to the eastern markets via Lake Erie or Buffalo and then on to the Hudson River and down to New York City.  The canals also made New Orleans and the Gulf of Mexico accessible via the canals and the Ohio River down the Mississippi.

Sluice Gate – used to raise and lower canal boats by allowing a controlled amount of water out of the canal channel.

Early Industry – the cascade locks became the city’s first industrial valley.  With the much greater drop in waterfall these industries had much more power to run their mills.  It was this Cascade Millrace, which powered several flour mills, a woolen mill, furniture factory, five iron furnaces, a distillery and other early industries.

Steam Plant and Lock 10

The first building on this that we are sure of was coal-fired direct current powerhouse for the new electric street cars that were running up Howard Street beginning in 1888.  this traction company later started selling electric power to the city.  All this was wiped out along with the canals during the flood of 1913.

In the 1930s the power plant was replaced by a new building that generated steam to heat businesses in downtown Akron.  Coal was brought to this plant where a conveyor carried the coal to hoppers, which feed the coal into boilers.  This was replaced by Akron’s recycle energy facility near the former B.F. Goodrich plant.

